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To the 


CITIZE Ns of Edinburgh, 


| A Paper addreſſed to the Public has been lately circulated, 

with, no other view chan to inflame the minds and paſ- 
ſions of the mob, by. alarming them with apprehenſions of Pope- 
ry and arbitrary power. To condefcend to employ arguments to 
refute ſuch topics, would be conferring: too great importance on 
the performance, and by that means paying the author a com- 
pliment he ill deſerves. He muſt be conſcious there is not the 
leaſt ſhadow, or foundation, for ſuch ſuggeſtions ; ; conſcious of the 
malignity of his own intentions; /which it is to be hoped their own 
folly and futility will render equally impotent and vain; and that 
every perſon Who can at alt read, or reflect, will bl able to 
ſeparate declamation from reaſon, and to diſtinguiſh between the 
genuine flame of true. patriotiſm, and the deſtructive brand of 
impudent and audacious Ladin I cannot ſuppoſe that Sir 
 L—— D—, or his friends, would countenance, or even have 
permitted ſuch a publication, had it been in their power to pre- 
vent it. If I judge too charitably on this occaſion, I own it 
would confirm the moſt unfavourable theory I ever entertained: 
of human nature. 

In this performance, and others of the ſame ſtamp, the Lord 
Advocate has been the ſubject of. much vague and vulgar defama- 
tion; nor do I believe there ever was a character more groſsly 
miſrepreſented. Does this author Teally imagine his Lordſhip: 
ever intended to introduce the Romiſh religion into this coun- 
try? For an anſwer to this queſtion. I could venture to appeal to 
his own feelings, if I thought they were not entirely annihilated. 
In the Lord Advocate's public character, whether as a ſtateſ- 


man, an orator, or lawyer, he has always appeared a ſteady and 
| determined: 


3 
determined friend to the laws and conſtitution of his country, 
and has ſupported both with a degree of intrepidity which no 
danger could intimidate, and a rectitude which no temptation 
could ſeduce. Happy for ſome others! had they poſſeſſed the 
ſame manly and uniform conduct on a late intereſting occaſion 
in parliament. Nor are his public talents ſuperior to the more 
amiable virtues of a private nature. Generous, friendly, 
warm-hearted, he delights in acts of munificence and huma- 
nity; and ſuch is his diſintereſtedneſs, that he has been fre- 
quently known to beſtow favours, and to procure penſions and 
places, for perſons from whom he could expect no return, but 
whoſe merit or peculiar ſituation required his protection and 
aſſiſtance. In ſhort, his character will ſtand diſtinguiſhed a- 
mong the moſt illuſtrious of his contemporaries, and will be held 
in eſtimation, when the cenſures of his enemies will not be re- 
membered, or not regarded. 


BENEVOLUS. 
Edinburgh, Sept. 22. 1780. 
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